


Simple Steps To Protect Your Family
From Lead Hazards

If you think your home has high
levels of lead:

@ Get your young children tested for lead, even if
they seem healthy.

@ Wash children’s hands, bottles, pacifiers, and toys
often.

@ Make sure children eat healthy, low-fat foods.
@ Get your home checked for lead hazards.

@ Regularly clean floors, window sills, and other
surfaces.

¥ Wipe soil off shoes before entering house.
@ Talk to your landlord about fixing surfaces with
peeling or chipping paint.

@ Take precautions to avoid exposure to lead dust
when remodeling or renovating (call 1-800-424-
LEAD for guidelines).

@ Don't use a belt-sander, propane torch, high
temperature heat gun, scraper, or sandpaper on
painted surfaces that may contain lead.

@ Don't try to remove lead-based paint yourself.
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Lead’s Effects

It is important to know that even exposure
to low levels of lead can severely harm
children.

In children, lead can cause:

¥ Nervous system and kidney damage.

@ Learning disabilities, attention deficit Brain or Nerve Damage

disorder, and decreased intelligence.

Hearing
Problems

@ Speech, language, and behavior
problems.

@ Poor muscle coordination.
@ Decreased muscle and bone growth.
@ Hearing damage.

While low-lead exposure is most
common, exposure to high levels of
lead can have devastating effects on
children, including seizures, uncon-
sciousness, and, in some cases, death.

Although children are especially
susceptible to lead exposure, lead

can be dangerous for adults too.
Digestive
In adults, lead can cause: Problems

@ Increased chance of illness during Reproductive

pregnancy. [’;gﬁ’:?;;‘s
¥ Harm to a fetus, including brain

damage or death. Lead affects
@ Fertility problems (in men and women). the body in

@ High blood pressure. many ways.

@ Digestive problems.

© Nerve disorders.

¥ Memory and concentration problems.
¥ Muscle and joint pain.



Where Lead-Based Paint Is Found

Many homes built before 1978 have lead-
based paint. The federal government
banned lead-based paint from housing in

In general,
the older your

home, the 1978. Some states stopped its use even
more likely it earlier. Lead can be found:
has lead- ¥ In homes in the city, country, or suburbs.

based paint. @ In apartments, single-family homes, and

both private and public housing,.

© Inside and outside of the house.

@ In soil around a home. (Soil can pick up
lead from exterior paint or other sources
such as past use of leaded gas in cars.)

Checking Your Family for Lead

To reduce your child's exposure to lead,
Get your get your child checked, have your home
children and tested (especially if your home has paint
home tested in poor condition and was built before

. s 1978), and fix any hazards you may have.
- you think Children's blood lead levels tend to increase
your l_lome rapidly from 6 to 12 months of age, and
has high lev-  tend to peak at 18 to 24 months of age.

els of lead. Consult your doctor for advice on testing

your children. A simple blood test can
detect high levels of lead. Blood tests are
usually recommended for:

@ Children at ages 1 and 2.

@ Children or other family members who
have been exposed to high levels of lead.

@ Children who should be tested under
your state or local health screening plan.

Your doctor can explain what the test results
mean and if more testing will be needed.



Identifying Lead Hazards

Lead-based paint is usually not a hazard if
it is in good condition, and it is not on an Lead from
impact or friction surface, like a window. It paint chips,
is defined by the federal government as which

V. you
paint with lead levels greater than or equal d
to 1.0 milligram per square centimeter, or can sce, an
more than 0.5% by weight. lead dust,

Deteriorating lead-based paint (peeling, Whl,Ch you
chipping, chalking, cracking or damaged) can’t always
is a hazard and needs immediate attention. see, can both
It may also be a hazard when found on sur- be serious
faces that children can chew or that get a hazards.

lot of wear-and-tear, such as:

® Windows and window sills.
© Doors and door frames.
@ Stairs, railings, banisters, and porches.

Lead dust can form when lead-based paint is scraped, sanded, or
heated. Dust also forms when painted surfaces bump or rub togeth-
er. Lead chips and dust can get on surfaces and objects that people
touch. Settled lead dust can re-enter the air when people vacuum,
sweep, or walk through it. The following two federal standards have
been set for lead hazards in dust:

@ 40 micrograms per square foot (ug/ftZ) and higher for floors,
including carpeted floors.

@ 250 pg/ft? and higher for interior window sills.

Lead in soil can be a hazard when children play in bare soil or
when people bring soil into the house on their shoes. The following
two federal standards have been set for lead hazards in residential
soil:

© 400 parts per million (ppm) and higher in play areas of bare soil.

¥ 1,200 ppm (average) and higher in bare soil in the remainder of
the yard.

The only way to find out if paint, dust and soil lead hazards exist is
to test for them. The next page describes the most common meth-

ods used.
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Checking Your Home for Lead

Just knowing
that a home
has lead-
based paint
may not tell
you if there
is a hazard.

You can get your home tested for lead in
several different ways:

@ A paint inspection tells you whether your
home has lead-based paint and where it
is located. It won't tell you whether or not
your home currently has lead hazards.

¥ Arrisk assessment tells you if your home
currently has any lead hazards from lead
in paint, dust, or soil. It also tells you what
actions to take to address any hazards.

© A combination risk assessment and
inspection tells you if your home has
any lead hazards and if your home has
any lead-based paint, and where the
lead-based paint is located.

Hire a trained and certified testing profes-
sional who will use a range of reliable
methods when testing your home.

@ Visual inspection of paint condition
and location.

¥ A portable x-ray fluorescence (XRF)
machine.

@ Lab tests of paint, dust, and soil
samples.

There are state and federal programs in
place to ensure that testing is done safely,
reliably, and effectively. Contact your state
or local agency (see bottom of page 11) for
more information, or call 1-800-424-LEAD
(5323) for a list of contacts in your area.

Home test kits for lead are available, but
may not always be accurate. Consumers
should not rely on these kits before doing
renovations or to assure safety.





